
October 6, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted an addition to set the 
date for the County Truth In Taxation meeting, and also the addition of a Resolution setting the date, time and place of 
sale for Tax-Forfeited Lands.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the September 17th meeting.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall then asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the September 30th Special Board 
meeting.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
David Stene, CFO, entered the board meeting and presented the Commissioners with an additional quote for laptops for 
the commissioners from ByteSpeed in the amount of $1,264.00 for a Lenovo ThinkPad Gen2 with Microsoft Office Home 
& Business software installed.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to purchase laptop 
computers for the commissioners as to the ByteSpeed quote.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Stene also brought before the board a discussion regarding a CARES Act funding proposal from Tri-County 
Community Corrections.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to support Tri-County 
Community Corrections with CARES Act funding to a maximum dollar amount in Norman County of $10,280.50.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:40 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with the latest COVID-19 
update.  Director Kjono noted that Norman County now has 68 cases, 11 of which are active, 1 currently hospitalized.   
She also noted the Halstad Living Center has its first case, so now will need to do employee testing twice a week.   
 
There was also discussion on reopening the courthouse.  Decision to discuss further at the October 15th meeting.   
 
At this time, Chairman Hall, addressed the board with an update on CARES Act Business funding, noting that the County 
EDA will be meeting to review the applications on Wednesday evening.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break before moving ahead with the Road & Bridge agenda.  
 
At 10:10 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with regard to an Application for Maintenance Work 
on County Ditch 40.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the application for Ditch 40 maintenance work.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt also discussed CSAH 63 which is just south of the Ada North piler and sees a lot of haul traffic as farmers 
are coming to the beet piler.  He noted that the west bound lane is breaking up, which would be the lane as trucks are 
coming loaded to the piler.   Engineer Berndt noted that this road just received an overlay in 2016 and he is going to do 
some investigation on this.   
 
The last item on Mr. Berndt’s agenda was an update on construction projects as they are wrapping up across the county.  
Engineer Berndt noted that the CSAH 20 and CSAH 18 bridge/culvert projects are complete except for final grass 
establishment.  He also noted the Fossum Township culvert project is 90% complete.  Engineer Berndt also noted that the 
bituminous overlay projects on CSAH 34, CSAH 25, CSAH 50 and 51 and CSAH 46 had the pavement work done with minor 
clean-up and shouldering underway.  He expects that this will be completed by October 7th.   
 
The next item of discussion was the Airport Authority and the application received from James Austinson to serve on the 
Airport Authority Board as a county representative.  Mr. Austinson noted that he had served on the Airport Board when 
he was on the City Council as a representative from the City of Ada, and had enjoyed serving on the board.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appoint James Austinson to the Airport Authority Board.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will notify Mr. Austinson and also Bruce Visser, Airport 
Manager.   
 
The next item of discussion was a resolution setting the date, time and place of sale for the Tax Forfeited Land.  After 
some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 10-06-2020-1 A Resolution Setting the Date, 
Time and Place of Sale for Tax-Forfeited Land, for December 3, 2020, at 10 a.m. during the regular county board meeting 
to be held in the County Courtroom.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and upon roll call vote there were 5 
yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
The next item of discussion was setting a date and time for the Truth-In-Taxation meeting.  A/T Hanson noted that it 
needed to be between November 25th and December 30th, and was required to start after 6 p.m.  After some discussion, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to set the Truth-In-Taxation meeting for December 21st at 6 p.m. in the 
County Board Room.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 



The next item addressed by Chairman Hall was the payment of the bills.  Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the 
opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the bills as 
presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 47,116.16   Road & Bridge - $ 113,191.37  Building - $ 114.99 
 
Human Services - $ 439.16   Public Health - $ 830.75   Solid Waste - $ 15,885.03 
 
County Ditch - $ 1,406.75   County Homes - $ 380.00    Airport Authority - $ 349.50 
 
TOTAL - $ 179,713.71   Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, E.S.O. addressed the board with a copy of the Renewal Energy Ordinance.  Mr. Johanson 
stated that this was not final as he needed to check into a couple of issues regarding decommission of wind towers and 
solar panels and how to include that in the ordinance.  He is looking into surety bond and escrow accounts as when these 
have fulfilled their useful life it can be quite expensive to dispose of them properly.  Mr. Johanson also noted that the 
County Comprehensive Land Use Plan would need an amendment to include wind power.  Mr. Johanson noted that he 
would hope to have the additional information some time in December or early January.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. County Attorney Brue noted that he had no information for the board and asked if they had any questions 
for him.  Nothing was brought forward.   
 
At 11:03 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resource consultant, addressed the board regarding the County Recorder/DMV 
position.  He noted that Virginia Olson had withdrawn her application for the position.  He also noted that Stacy Erickson 
has submitted an application.  Stacy Erickson was interviewed by the board and a decision will be made later.  Mr. 
Cariveau also updated the board on the Auditor/Treasurer Clerk I position which has now been filled by Kimberly 
Thompson.  Kim will begin her employment on October 13th, as a permanent part-time employee.   
 
At 11:25 a.m. Wong Nystrom from Enterprise Fleet Management addressed the board through a Zoom Virtual Meeting 
on how Enterprise could help the county save budget dollars while also affording the county to operate newer vehicles.  
After the presentation there was some discussion and board members asked that Mr. Nystrom be given actual vehicle 
information from all county departments that currently have vehicles, so they could get more valuable information.   
 
At 12:10 p.m. seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


